
Circular Reasoning
(2021)

Duration: 11 minutes

for String Quartet

Cole Reyes (ASCAP)



Orchestration:
2 Violin
1 Viola
1 Violoncello

Written for the Bergamot Quartet.

Instructions:
ST – sul tasto
mST – molto sul tasto
sul pont. – sul ponticello
mSP – molto sul ponticello

All ping note-heads (i.e. measure 1) indicate tapping on the body of the instrument.
All x note-heads (i.e. measure 10 in violin 2) indicate chop. For x note-heads with
arrows, it indicates a scrape up the fingerboard. These are described in this video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sqjFsi61Y8.
Triangle note-heads indicate highest pitch on string.
In measure 50, the damp symbol indicates stopping the tone on string, a la “Grido” by
Lachenmann.
In measure 224 in viola, the arrows and accidentals indicate a small gliss sharp.

Overall the character of the piece is a gritty fiddle-tune.

Program Note:
Circular Reasoning is a tribute to my time in high school – where I fell in love with
music and composing. When I was in wind band, each day we did not have work to do,
we would play the circle game. We would all sit down in a circle.A simple steady set of
two eighth notes would pass the rhythm off to the next person and a deviation from the
rhythm would reverse the direction of players. In the piece, the quartet begins by
playing this game and having it develop into a rousing fiddle-like tune.
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wb w wb w w w œ
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